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What is your proudest moment as an
educator?

lam proud to be a part of the student’s
development. As an educator it is enjoy-
able to see the students grow and flour-
ish as voung pecple, students, leaders
and musicians, As the students mature,
they learn that it is no lenger about them
but it is about the group they are apart
of. They learm how to motivate and en-
courage each other through constructive
feedback or how to handle a situation
with thoughtful decisicnmaking. It is al-
ways wonderful to see a student who can
independently use his or her own experi-
ences to be a good problem solver. To all

the formier students who are out making
a difference in their communities or that
have continued in music, | am very proud

of vou.

How do you hope to make a difference
inyour student’s Lives?

| hope to make a difference in my stu-
dent’s lives by giving them the tools to
perform and experience great music. The
study of any musical instrument takes
much focus and discipline. Music is heard
through the beauty of sound and how
sound moves from one note to the next.
The engagement of the students into the
exploration of how the music moves is
where the discovery takes place and it is
through the performance of this discov-
ery where the art of great music literature
is experienced. It is through these unique
experiences where lives are impacted and
forever changed. This was passed down
to me from Dr. Bobby Adams and can be
read about in his book "Music from Skill to
Art.” GlA Publications, Inc

What's the most important lessan that
you try to teach your students?

My most influential professor taught
me to, "be a person” Being a person
means investing time to create the envi-
ronment in which one lives, Every person
has their own unigue experiences to con-
tribute to one ancther. When there is an
atmosphere of respect and compassion,
people are more open to listen, learn,
share and be involved. No matter how
small or large, it is critical to take respon-
sibility and ownership in the community
of which they are a part. Time should be
spent developing relationships and con-
tributirng their time to help others. People
should know when to listen and follow
someone’s lead or when to take the op-
portunity to step in when leadership is
needed. The thoughtful engagement and
participation irnto ong’s surmoundings is of
great significance.
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