Nixon's Discussion of the Press Marked by Tension

By R. W. APPLE Jr.

Special to The New Yonk Times

- HOUSTON, March 19—
convention of the National
sociation of Broadcasters, P
dent Nixon suggested at
point in his  question-and
swer session tonight, was
the best place for him to
cuss the press. ‘
Then he proceeded to re
to the subject again and a
during the one-hour, nation
televised session. Mr. Ni
sounded less acerbic thanl
often has, but the tension
has characterized his pres
lations throughout his
career showed through.
Why, the President was as
had he not been more acces
in the past? Mr. Nixon re

his jaw and said with \J “vicious” and “slanderous” at the end with Dan Rather of
seemed to be heavy irony:|evision reporting he complaithe Columbia Broadcasting Sys-

“The President should Yof some months ago, Mr. Nitem seemed to fluster him, ‘and
the press just as fairly as|said. that he understood the blinked his eyes and licked
press treats him.’ . |reporters won' Pulitzer Prhis lips nervously. RS

A few moments later, he not “by being for” things .. Mr. Rather has several times
back at it. Maybe one ‘of “by being against” them. in the past been thetarget of
reasons that 80 per cent ofmentioned no specific casemews-tonference barbs from Mr.
American people believe Ireporting that had offenNixon and from Ronald L. Zieg-
the country is already in ahim, . ler,the Presidential press secre-
cession, he said, is that aln  “I am not going to be divtary. Tonight, when he rose to
80 per cent of them watch ted by any press criticism—ask a question about Watergate,
vision news or listen to rigp unfair—from doing the identifying himself as he began,
news. "1 was elected to do,” he adcapplause, sprinkled with a few

Then, suddenly, for reas Through most of the evenbgos rang through the large

that none of his aides could My Nixon seemed calm anchall.

mediately explain, Mr. Nig,co He was a bit embarras:

o

: “Are you running for some-

bridled at what seemed ani; anneared, at having the Ithing?” Mr. Nixon asked him.
nocuous question — agair

. f b denunciation of the press “No sir, Mr. President,” re-
ques.tigir} dea e St 'S called to him, but he recoveplied Mr. Rather, unsmiling.
Ceis lbxfell?orr:gr f?oﬁr Nashvauickly. However, an excha“Are you?” b

that sometimes news corwhere Mr. Nixon on Saturday
ences were not useful forinight played the piano and
from a President’s point/twirled a Yo-yo during the
view, but he expected to |opening of the new Grand Ole
more in the future, |Opry House, asked whether the

Then another questioPresident intended- to show
harking back to Mr. Nixithis “other” (presumably, more
farewell declaration - in lhuman) side of his personality
that the press would no lorin the future, = |
have him “to kick arour The President glared at him,
asked how the President answered, ““ I left,my Yo-yo in
these days. After a few cNashville,” and turned with a
ments. about the “adversaryscowl to the next questioner.
lationship” between Presid¢ Asked by still another ques-
and the press, Mr. Nixon tioner to cite examples of the
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