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       On August 23, 2018, I was contacted by Officer Eva Rodriguez with the Palm Coast Animal Control Office. 
Officer Rodriguez asked me for my assistance in completing a Charging Affidavit in reference to a dangerous dog 
animal bite case she was working on.  She advised her office is wanting to pursue charges on Dottye Benton in 
reference to Florida Statue 767.13(2), which is for the Attack/Bite of a previously declared dangerous dog.       

       On February 21, 2018, the dog named Cooper, a Doberman / Hound mixed male dog, was declared a 
dangerous dog by the City of Port Orange Animal Control department. The report was made by Officer Chris 

Myers, Robert S. 08/27/2018Supervisor Approved:

XX XX

2018-00080607

Arrest Report 201800080607 Page 1 OF 4

4



XXXX
37 TIMBER  TRL PORT ORANGE,Florida

(386)547-1759 XX32127-

26 03/08/1992BLALOCK, SHANE, A White XX
XX

40 WELLWOOD LN PALM COAST,Florida
(386)693-6400 XX32164-

58 05/16/1960SANDT, TERRY, White XX
XX

6387 NIKA CT PORT ORANGE,Florida
(386)566-9393 XX32128-7272

52 10/11/1965BENTON, DAWN, MICHELLE White
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Filbert, a Port Orange Animal Control Officer. The owner of the dog is Dawn Benton.  Dawn was ordered by 
Officer C. Filbert to place the dog under a ten day quarantine at a local shelter starting on January 27, 2017 with 
a release date of February 1, 2018. Dawn did not do this and instead relocated the dog to her mother’s home 
(Dottye Benton) at 29 Ryder Drive in Palm Coast Fl. To care for Cooper.  Animal Control Officer Eva Rodriguez 
was notified by Officer Chris Filbert about this incident and was advised that this dog was declared dangerous by 
the City of Port Orange. See the attached report from the Port Orange Animal Control Office (Case # 18-000810) 
for further details.

     On February 24, 2018  Officer Eva Rodriguez received an after hours report by voice mail of a dog bite incident 
that occurred at 29 Ryder Drive, Palm Coast Florida.( Palm Coast Animal Control Case# 2018-021254) It involved 
a carpet cleaner whom was conducting business at this location. His name is Terry Sandt of East Coast Carpet 
busters. Dottye was in attendance and acted as a witness for Cooper at his dangerous dog hearing in the City of 
port Orange. This gave her knowledge that Cooper was declared a dangerous dog. Knowing this, she failed to tell 
and or warn Terry of this and Instead let the dog out of his enclose so that Terry may pat him. This was clear 
negligence on Dottye’s part, knowing the dog was dangerous to strangers.

      Officer Rodriguez made contact with Dottye Benton on February 26, 2018  and made arrangement to meet 
me at the Flagler County humane Society the next morning for quarantine of Cooper. On February 27, 2018, 
Officer Rodriguez made contact with Dottye Benton whom released Cooper to her to be processed into the 
Flagler County Humane Society for quarantine. At this time, the process of Cooper being declared a dangerous 
dog in Flagler County had been started by the Palm Coast Animal Control Office, with the intent of 
Euthanization.

     Mrs. Benton received notice of this process on March 7, 2018 by Palm Coast Animal Control. Dottye Benton 
has filed an appeal for this action and a hearing was held at the Palm Coast City Hall on April 16, 2018. At this 
time the determination that the dog was dangerous and needed to be humanly euthanized, was upheld by the 
city hearing officer. At this time Dottye Benton is appealing this decision with the Flagler County Court System.

     While Copper was awaiting appeal at the Flagler Humane Society located at 1 Shelter Dr. Palm Coast Fl., 
another bite incident with Cooper occurred and was reported by Shane Blalock (a kennel / shelter employee) on 
August 16, 2018. Dottye Benton was at the shelter unsupervised with Cooper for a visit. Shane observed Dottye 
Benton exiting Cooper’s kennel and this is when Cooper came out of the kennel and attacked Shane, biting him 
on his left hip, breaking the skin.

XX

2018-00080607BENTON, DOTTYE, LEWIS

Arrest Report 201800080607 Page 3 OF 4

3 4



     Because of this being the third reported bite case of the dog named Cooper and because Dottye Benton did 
not take responsibility to follow the order from the Port Orange Animal Control Office and did not keep Cooper 
in a muzzle and on a chain or leash and under her control to avoid further incidents and also made no attempt to 
report the third bite, and because the dog caused servere injury on the second bite incident involving Terry 
Sandt, The Palm Coast Animal Control Office is pursuing the Felony charge of Statue # 767.13 (2) the Attack / 
Bite of a previously declared dangerous dog that caused severe injury.
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