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Subject PRESENTATION - BACKYARD CHICKENS

Presenter: Barbara Grossman, Code Enforcement Manager

Background:
The City Council has publicly received multiple requests from residents to allow backyard 
chickens. A local resident has opened a Political Action Committee called “The Chicken 
Alliance” to put forth a referendum on the General Election ballot for 2024. 

City Council directed the City Manager to give Council a presentation on backyard chickens. A 
team was created to research the options of allowing backyard chickens, which consisted of the 
Code Enforcement Manager and staff, the Chief Sustainability & Resiliency Officer, and the 
Land Management Administrator. Several other staff members also provided input. 

Staff researched eight (8) counties/cities that allow or have a backyard chicken program. There 
are several options for Council’s consideration as presented in this agenda item.

Recommended Action:
FOR PRESENTATION AND DIRECTION
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  Presented by: 
  Barbara Grossman, Code Enforcement Manager

BACKYARD 
CHICKENS
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Requests for Backyard Chickens

• Residential requests for backyard chickens have been 
received by City Council during Council meetings.

• A Political Action Committee (PAC) has been formed by a 
resident for a potential referendum for the 2024 general 
election ballot to allow backyard chickens.

110



Findings/History
• Staff reviewed ten (10) County/City Ordinances and regulations on 

backyard chickens. 
• Push is not only in Central Florida, but nationwide to allow backyard 

chickens for over 10 years. 
• Pilot program reviewed – Orlando.  
• Orlando adopted code - Permits issued are limited to no more than 

100 participants - employees are excluded from the 100 (employee 
participation is strongly encouraged).
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Benefits
§ Self-sufficiency
§ Produces quality eggs
§ Reduction of pests
§ Free from chemicals and 

pesticides
§ Better tasting, healthier eggs

§ Cost efficient
§ Enforcement tool for compliance 

of existing
§ Educational opportunities
§ More active lifestyle 
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Risks and Negative Impacts

§ Predators in residential yard  
§ Unhealthy and unsanitary conditions
§ Public nuisance
§ Rogue backyard chickens
§ Animal control 
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Affects on City Services

§ Utility Department – No affect on water quality.
§ Stormwater Department – No affect on City swales.
§ Building/Zoning Division – Increase in permits and site plan reviews.
§ Code Enforcement Division – Possible increase in code complaints, 
    violations, costs for attorney, hearing officer services, and           

administrative staff services. 
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*Flagler Beach 
considered in 2022 
and Commission 
denied.
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COMPARISON RESULTS
7 OUT OF 10 REQUIRE 

§ Permits for those in Single-Family Residential Areas.
§ Agricultural class and manure class.
§ No roosters or male hens allowed.
§ For personal use only, no selling, fighting, slaughtering, or breeding 

allowed.
§ Must be contained in coop and fence enclosure screened from 

neighboring property
§ No more than 4 chickens.
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COMPARISON RESULTS CONT.
4 OUT OF 10 REQUIRE 

§ Minimum setback(s)
§ Have a lot size limit

2 OUT OF 10 
§ Do not allow chickens

1 OUT OF 10 
§ Imposed a noise ordinance
§ Regulated no chickens in community gardens

1 OUT OF 10
§ Requires a permit 
§ Has zoning and setbacks
§ Requires coops 
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Current Chickens and Coops
 in Palm Coast
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Free roaming rogue chicken on I-95

119



120



121



122



123



Sample Chicken Coops
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On display and for sale at your
 local Tractor Supply Store
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• Doi

Do It Yourself Coops
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Less than $300
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Approximately $800
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§ Develop a pilot program
§ Revise Code(s) to allow backyard permits for all 

residential zoning districts
§ Keep code as-is

Options 
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SOURCES
§ University of Florida Study: 

§ Raising backyard chickens for eggs
§ Municode for multiple county/city ordinances as referenced 
§ Reports

§ Gardens in the front yard, chickens in the backyard and living 
            lawnmowers: A report on Urban Farming
§ Newspaper/blog articles:

§ https://communitygardening.blogspot.com/2012/10/
     community-garden-chickens.html

130



QUESTIONS?
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