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The New Farm Swap & Music Jam!
Starting February 15th
Thursdays!
Vendors! Musicians! Register Here:

tinyurl.com/FloridaAgMuseumFarmSwap

CONTENTS
1 Featured Creature
2 Message From Our Exec. Director
3 Country Wedding and Event Planning Inc.
4 Meet The Team – Charlie Cracker
5 Article, The Yellow Dragon by Jerry Mincey
7 Florida Songwriters Showcase
9 Cracker Corner
10 Past Events
11 Upcoming Events

FEATURED CREATURE
This cute little gray mare is Dixie. She is a "Cracker"
horse. On May 2, 2008 Florida lawmakers voted to
designate the Florida Cracker Horse as the state's
official heritage horse. She resides at the Florida
Agricultural Museum in Flagler County. She is a
"special pony" to me and has a special place in my
heart. So, come out to the Museum and visit Dixie.
(P.S. - She loves carrots)
Cheryl Adams
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Message From Our
Executive Director

Kara Hoblick

Issue 2 – February 2018
Welcome to the second issue of the Ag Rag! We are
working hard to grow in many areas, creating a
destination for people of all interests and ages to learn
about Florida agriculture.
Come out and visit our new farmer’s market - Farm Swap
& Music Jam every Thursday from 8am to 1pm. Hurry up
and get here and slow down! Enjoy the beautiful
outdoors, eat great food, listen to live music and shop for
a variety of products.
I am proud to be part of an amazing group of intelligent,
energetic and enthusiastic people who help to fulfill our
mission of educating the public about Florida agriculture’s
past, present and future.
See you soon!
Kara Hoblick

Kara Hoblick
Executive Director
(386) 446-7630
www.FloridaAgMuseum.org
Kara Hoblick
Kara Hoblick
Executive Director
Florida Agricultural Museum
www.floridaagmuseum.org

The Ag Rag is a monthly community
outreach publication, to bring awareness to
the Florida Agricultural Museum, and all its
animals, exhibits, new projects and
upcoming special events. Here, we celebrate
the past, present, and future of Agriculture!
We are working on some very creative ways
to teach agricultural concepts to the
community , both for adults and kids! We
are having so much fun too!! Come join us!
Participate! Volunteer! Donate! Let’s Grow
This!
Editor and Creator: Gail Carson
Design and Graphics: Gail Carson
Photography: Gail Carson
Cracker Corner: Charlie Cracker
Contributing Correspondents

Board Members

Ronald Brame, Chairman
Casey LaCasse, Treasurer
Wendy Smith, Secretary
Clark Baily
Doyle Conner, Jr.
Michael Kenney
William Livingston
Danny Raulerson
Cathleen Vogel

Museum Information

Admission
Adults - $9
Children - $7 (Ages 6-12 years)
5 & Under – Free
Museum Hours
Wednesday – Sunday, 10am to 4pm
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Country Wedding and Event Planning, Inc.
Kristen Miller
and
Penny Buckles

The Florida Agricultural Museum has a lot of exciting
changes happening. We have reduced the cost of the
rental of our wedding venue, making it more affordable
for everyone’s budget. Whether you are a Do It Yourself
Bride or you want a fully decorated wedding and
reception, we can accommodate almost any budget.
The Florida Agricultural Museum’s Caldwell Dairy Barn
offers a vintage charm that provides you with a rustic
backdrop to experience your dream wedding or event. The
Barn is located on a 460 acre park like setting that is the
perfect place for your wedding reception, retirement
parties, birthday parties or other special events. Whether
your tastes are rustic, vintage or stylish sophistication, our
team at Country Wedding and Event Planning will bring
your vision to life by creating an event that you and your
guests will remember for a lifetime.
With the Dairy Barn as your main focal point for your
reception, there are two locations for your wedding
ceremony on the 460 acre park grounds. One site is on a
stunning lake with rustic benches and the most beautiful
backdrop you could ask for….Mother Nature. The other is
at the Barn using the Barn itself as your backdrop.
The Dairy Barn features an open air 5,000 sq. ft. area that
you can decorate yourself or utilize the services of our
onsite wedding planners and decorators. Seating is
available for up to 170 people, with lots of space left for
dancing and visiting.
Give us a call at 386-931-6597 or email us at
events@floridaagmuseum.org or
countryweddingrentals@gmail.com
to schedule an appointment to visit the Barn.
Penny Buckles and Kristen Miller
Country Wedding and Event Planning, Inc.
386-931-6597
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Meet The Team - Charlie Cracker, Tour Guide
Songwriter, musician, artist and cook Charlie Cracker is a fifth generation
Floridian. "I enjoy sharing with others some of the sights, sounds, flavors
and stories, along with some of my experiences growing up in Central
Florida," says Charlie. He shares his unique blend of Cracker wisdom
through his music, art and through the various historical demonstrations
and events he appears at throughout the south east. "I try to write, sing
and talk about what I feel and what I believe in, and I hope people enjoy
that. I have chased wild cattle through the scrub, fished, hunted, swam
or camped on nearly every river, creek, swamp, lake and beach in central
Florida

The Nail Bangers

The Nail Bangers are one of several groups of
dedicated volunteers who work tirelessly behind the
scenes fixing things, building things, and moving
things here at the museum! I caught 3 of them
recently, hard at work! Thank You, Nail Bangers!
Left, John Hildebrandt
Middle, Bob Knowlton
Right, Nelson Coyle
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The Yellow Dragon
By Jerry Mincey

Southern Citrus Brokers llc
Managing Partner CEO
Intermediate Handler, Grove Management Agricultural Real Estate

A fierce yellow dragon has crossed the great sea and now has
Florida in its death grip. Huanglongbing , as it is known in its
native China, HLB or citrus greening, as it is known in Florida,
is a killer.
HLB is a tree killing bacteria that is vectored by another
Chinese import, the Asian Citrus Psyllid (ACP.) First discovered
in Florida in 1998, the ACP transmits the HLB bacteria by feeding
on the leaves of a citrus tree. The bacteria enter the phloem, which is the photosynthetical
lifeline of the tree, and is transported to the roots, blooms, fruits and seeds.
It is estimated that HLB is present in 80%, or more, of all citrus trees in Florida, as well as
Africa, South America and Asia. After infection, a tree will decline. The leaves will become
blotchy and mottled,, the fruit will be greenish in color, misshapen, small and often drop from
the tree prematurely.
The pinnacle of Florida citrus production was achieved in the 1997-98 season, with a massive
crop of 244 million boxes. The 2017-18 crop is predicted to be 46 million or less. Hurricane
Irma, development, and of course, HLB has put many growers, packers and processing
facilities out of business. Many growers continue the fight with expensive pesticide spraying in
hopes of controlling the ACP. The results are mixed, and the cost has caused many growers to
abandon their groves. These abandoned groves are a breeding ground for the psyllid and HLB.
What is the answer? Scientists and growers are working feverishly to develop root stocks and
scions that are tolerant to HLB. The results are encouraging, but the silver bullet is
elusive. The industry would need to replant 3 million trees per year for 10 years to get back to
past production levels.
Biological control through the release of the Tamarixia Radiata Wasp has been successful on a
limited basis. Many scientists and growers believe the answer is Transgenics. Genetically
engineered cultivars have been deregulated in 25 different crops. GMO is a dirty word to
many, but the benefits could save the Florida Citrus Industry. An antimicrobial peptide found
in spinach has proven to cause bacterial cell death of the HLB bacteria. The fighting spirit of
the American farmer and the dedication of our research scientists will find an answer. We will
slay the dragon!
Florida Agricultural Museum*7900 Old Kings Rd. North, Palm Coast, FL 32137
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Penny Buckles, Country Wedding and Event
Planning, Inc. & Gail Carson, Marketing
Manager, Special Events Coordinator
The Flagler Home & Lifestyle Show
2018, located at the Flagler Palm Coast
High School was a big success! Our booth was
busy the whole weekend !
Penny Buckles, owner of Country Wedding and
Event Planning, Inc. works closely with the
Florida Agricultural Museum to provide weddings
and corporate events that are sure to have a
lasting impression!
It was wonderful to meet so many interesting
people at the show. Many people were so excited
about the Ag Museum’s Farm Swap & Music Jam,
and our new upcoming festivals!
2018 is gearing up to be our Best Year Ever!
If you are interested in booking a wedding at the
beautiful Florida Agricultural Museum, please
give us a call at 386-931-6597 or email us at
events@floridaagmuseum.or or
countryweddingrentals@gmail.com

Randon Eddy, our Volunteer Coordinator, is
also an amazing painter! She has a whole
collection of paintings that she has painted at
the Florida Agricultural Museum !
Thank you, Randon, for all your volunteer
work, you are very much appreciated. If you
would like to volunteer please go to:
tinyurl.com/FloridaAgMuseumVolunteer
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Florida Songwriters Showcase
By Gail Carson
THE LAST CITRUS GROVE

Larry Mangum
“The Last
Citrus Grove”
Photo by
Louise Duffey Bronar

BACKGROUND FOR THE LAST CITRUS GROVE
By Larry Mangum
I have long been aware of the struggle of one of
Florida’s most precious natural resources, the citrus
industry. My good friend and Florida folk legend Jerry
Mincey has worked his entire life in the industry and
has worked through his songs to make all of us aware
of the battle against Citrus Greening and urban sprawl
taking more and more of the groves.

Mike Jurgensen
Singer/Songwriter

When I was working on my tenth album in the spring of
2016 I needed more songs but had no idea where they
would come from. I am a long time subscriber to the
Jacksonville newspaper The Florida Times Union and
scan through it almost every day. One morning I picked
it up and surprised to find an interesting article on a
couple running a small citrus grove near Palatka. The
premise of the story was that it could be the last citrus
grove North of Orlando and it was written by a friend
of mine Matt Soergel who is also a very good musician.
Using many of his lines I was able to write the song and
it became the title of my 10th album The Last Citrus
Grove! It is a lot of fun to play and is always well
received and was in the top ten in the Will Mclean song
contest for 2018!
https://www.reverbnation.com/larrymangum

Click here to hear the song:
tinyurl.com/thelastcitrusgrove

MY NAME’S CECIL NELSON, MY WIFE’S NAME IS STELLA
WE GROW CITRUS TREES ON OUR TEN ACRE FARM
IT’S BEEN A GOOD LIFE, BUT I SEE IT ALL ENDING
SOMETIMES IT ALL SEEMS SO HARD
IT’S A QUIET LITTLE PLACE, THEY CALL SAN MATEO
THAT WE’VE MADE OUR HOME FOR SO MANY YEARS
WHEN WE GO INTO TOWN, IT’S INTO PALATKA
TO PEDDLE OUR FRUIT, LIKE SOUVENIRS
CHORUS
IT’S THE LAST CITRUS GROVE NORTH OF ORLANDO
IT’S THE END OF OUR WAY OF LIFE
IF I WEREN’T SO OLD I’D WORK HARDER AND FASTER
TO KEEP THIS LAST GROVE ALIVE
NOW WE GROW WITHOUT CHEMICALS, WE PICK BY HAND
ORANGES AND GRAPEFRUIT AND TANGARINES
WE TAKE IT TO MARKET, THEY BUY ALL THAT WE GROW
IT’S FRESH FROM THE FIELD, IT’S HEALTHY AND CLEAN
WELL THERE USE TO BE GROVES
EVEN MORE NORTH THAN WE ARE
YOU KNOW THEY EXISTED BY THE NAMES OF THE TOWNS
LIKE MANADARIN, FRUITCOVE, ORANGE PARK AND CITRA
BUT NONE OF THOSE GROVES ARE STILL AROUND
REPEAT CHORUS
NOW MY ENEMIES’ CALLED CITRUS GREENING,
BUT IT OUGHT TO BE CALLLED CITRUS BROWN
‘CAUSE WHEN THAT LITTLE BUG TAKES HOLD OF MY TREES
IT TAKES THEM STRAIGHT TO THE GROUND
I’M NOT GETTING TIRED OF WORKING,
I’M JUST GETTING OLD YOU SEE
THERE ARE DAYS I’D RATHER BE FISHING
AND NOT MESSIN’ ROUND WITH THESE TREES
WELL WE COULD GO ON WORKING
BUT LIFE’S GETTING SHORTER
THERE’S SO MANY THINGS THAT WE’D LIKE TO DO
THE DEVELOPERS OFFERS ARE SURE GETTING TEMPTING
JUST ONE MORE FREEZE AND WE WOULD BE THROUGH
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Carrots Used To Be Purple!
It is thought that carrots were discovered in Asia
around northwest India. Cultivation of carrots for
medicinal purposes began 2000 to 3000 years
ago. Carrots used to come in shades of purple,
white, red, yellow, and black, until the late 16th
century.
At that time Dutch growers experimented with
mutant strains of carrots that did not have the
purple pigment anthocyanin, and developed the
orange color that has become very popular today.
Lately the purple shades of carrots are coming
back into popularity among many foodie circles.
The Vegetable Improvement Center at Texas A&M
recently developed a purple-skinned, orange
fleshed carrot called the Beta Sweet. This carrot
is specialized to include substances that are
thought to help prevent cancer. It also has
extremely high beta-carotene content.
Carrots are one of the healthiest vegetables you
can eat. They are high in vitamin A, and contain
alpha and beta carotene, lutein and lycopene.
Carrot seeds and greens are also known to have
medicinal properties. Florida currently grows an
estimated 5,000 acres of carrots annually.
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Cracker
Corner

By Charlie Cracker
Tour Guide

Spring comes early in Florida. I suppose it is
more accurate to say that spring planting time
comes early, since the actual astronomical
spring occurs every year when the sun crosses
the equator on its trip north. This year, 2018,
that is on March 20th, according to The Old
Farmer’s Almanac. Spring planting time is
something else entirely. If you wait until the
Spring Equinox to plant your spring garden, in
most of Florida, the summer sun will burn it
to a crisp before you can harvest much.
Growing up in Central Florida, I learned a
good bit from my elders about planting by the
'signs'. My Mom, Grandma and Great
Grandmother all believed in certain 'signs', or
happenings, to signal changes in the seasons
and optimum planting dates. One of those, of
course, is the Moon and planting by the Moon
has garnered a good bit of attention in some
gardening publications. Certain crops should
always be planted during certain phases of
the Moon, or so the wives tale goes. I suspect
a lot of that has to do with the amount of
light reflected by it. Other 'signs' of the
passing of winter that the old timers believed
in are the appearance of Phlox in the fields
and orange groves and also hearing the first
whippoorwill at night

Sign up now to come visit The Farm with your
Summer Camp Group!
https://form.jotform.com/80327120107947
These were indicators of the last of the hard
freezes and killing frosts. For me, one of the
most accurate 'signs' in planning and planting a
spring garden is the appearance of Poke. Once
the Poke starts to poke through the sandy soil I
know it's time to plant the first of the spring
'greens'. Collards, mustard and turnips are a few
of my favorite. While all three of these will overwinter well here, and can be picked and eaten if
prepared correctly, by the end of winter they are
starting to get a bit 'rangy' and are better left to
"go to seed", except for the turnip roots, which
you should have been harvesting and enjoying
all winter. Turnips are a love-em or hate-em
vegetable, but, I have a recipe which might make
even the most diehard hater into a lover. Ask me
nicely and I might share it with you.
So, get that garden ready and start planting
your spring garden, before summer sneaks in
and changes everything.
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Past Events!
The Great Florida
Cattle Drive
Reunion Ride 2018
greatfloridacattledrive16.org

Meet The Author
Craig Johnson
“Longmire”
www.uwflagler.org
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Upcoming Events

Go On A Trail Ride Today!
The weather is cool, and the
horses are happy! Now is a great
time to go horsebackriding !
Bring your friends for an
unforgettable trail riding
adventure! Sign up here
to make Reservations!
tinyurl.com/FloridaAgMuseumTrailRides

Or call: Cheryl Carl
386-365-6000
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Upcoming Events

Ilana's mom was killed in a tragic accident in Aug 2017.
We, along with Florida Ag Museum, are hosting a Benefit Barrel Race to help her. This has been a
difficult time for her and we are hoping to help her out.
Registration 3pm , Show starts @ 6pm
4D Open - $20 entry $1200 added, 3D Youth- $ 10 entry , $50 added, Pee Wee-$5
$3 exhibition
$5 one time grounds fee
Order of ride, PeeWee, Youth(can carry over to Open), Open.
Any question please feel free to contact us at 386-931-0774.
Vendors Welcome-$20
Florida Agricultural Museum*7900 Old Kings Rd. North, Palm Coast, FL 32137
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Upcoming Events
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Upcoming Events
Adam Putnam

to meet with public as
special guest at Fairgrounds
DeLand, FL., January 22, 2018 – Adam Putnam,
Florida’s Commissioner of Agriculture, will be
special guest at a public conversation on the
status and importance of agriculture in Florida
at the Volusia County Fairgrounds on Monday,
Feb. 26. Volusia County Farm Bureau, Volusia
County Fair Association and Volusia County
Cattlemen’s and Cattlewomen’s Association are hosting the event.
“Adam Putnam has his roots firmly in agriculture and we are excited to offer this opportunity to
Volusia consumers. If you would like to know more about where your food comes from and how
agriculture is part of all our daily lives, please don’t miss this. Mr. Putnam is a dynamic speaker,” said
Bill Hester, Volusia County Farm Bureau executive director.
Putnam, a fifth-generation Floridian, was 21 when he first ran for the Florida Legislature in 1996. He
served in the Florida House of Representatives from 1996 to 2000. Putnam also served five terms as
Congressman for Florida’s 125th Congressional District in the U.S. House of Representatives and has
served two terms as Florida’s Commissioner of Agriculture. He was peer-elected to serve as the
Republican Policy Chairman during the 109th Congress and Chairman of the House of Republican
Conference for the 110th Congress and was a member of the House Committees on Government
Reform, Agriculture, Rules and Financial Services. Putnam grew up in the cattle and citrus industry
and graduated from University of Florida with a Bachelor of Science in food and resource economics.
He and his wife, Melissa, have four children.
Putnam will speak inside the Tommy Lawrence Arena at the Volusia County Fairgrounds, 3150 E.
State Road 44, DeLand on Monday, Feb. 26 at 8 a.m. Doors open at 7 a.m. This special event is free
and open to the public. Refreshments will be served. Seating is limited, so please RSVP online to
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/volusia-county-ag-update-with-adam-putnam-tickets-42280311550
or call 386-734-1612.
Media contact is Amanda Bevis at Amanda@adamputnam.com by 4 p.m., Friday, Feb. 23.
Caroline Newby
Administrative Assistant
Volusia County Farm Bureau
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We are Now
On Twitter!
FL_AG_MUSEUM

Sign Up!
Participate!
Donate!
Let’s Grow This!

Farm Swap and Music Jam!

Tinyurl.com/FloridaAgMuseumFarmSwap

Horseback Riding!

Tinyurl.com\FloridaAgMuseumTrailRides

Mailing List!

Tinyurl.com\FloridaAgMuseumMailingList

Donate!

Tinyurl.com\FloridaAgMuseumDonate

Volunteer!

Tinyurl.com/FloridaAgMuseumVolunteer

Preferred Vendor!

Tinyurl.com\FloridaAgMuseumVendor
The Florida Agricultural Museum is a designated federal 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Your
tax-deductible contribution is always welcome and helps sustain our mission of preserving
Florida’s agricultural past, interpreting agricultural issues of yesterday, today, and tomorrow, and
educating the public through enjoyable experiences. Thank You for your contributions!
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