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9211 - DIRECT-SUPPORT ORGANIZATIONS (DSOs)

The School Board believes that direct-support organizations (DSOs) provide invaluable assistance to the students of this
District and its programs. For purposes of this policy, a "direct-support organization" is an organization that meets the
following criteria:

A. it is approved by the Board;

B. it is a Florida corporation not-for-profit, incorporated under the provisions of F.S. Chapter 617 and
approved by the Department of State;

C. it is organized and operated exclusively to receive, hold, invest, and administer property and to make
expenditures to or for the benefit of public kindergarten through 12th grade education and adult career
and technical and community education programs in the District.
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DSOs do not include school support organizations (SSOs) governed in accordance with Policy 9215 -
School Support Organizations.

The Board may approve agreements with DSOs that meet the criteria listed above. DSOs must submit their
applications directly to the Superintendent.

If the Superintendent determines that the proposed DSO meets the criteria listed above, the application shall be
submitted to the Board for approval.

The Board may permit the use of property, facilities, and personal services of the District by the DSO, subject to
provisions of the Florida statutes and corresponding Board policies. Additionally, the Board may contract with a
DSO for personal services or operations. However, a retiree of the Florida Retirement System (FRS) must first
satisfy the requirements for termination from employment provided in F.S. 121.021 before providing such
services or operations for an FRS employer and is subject to reemployment limitations provided in F.S.

121.091.

The Board will not appropriate any District funds to a DSO for start-up funds to begining a fund-raising program.

DSOs With More Than $100,000.00 in Annual Expenditures and Expenses

The Board requires that each DSO with more than $100,000.00 in annual expenditures or expenses provide for
an annual audit of its accounts and records.

Furthermore, the Board requires that each DSO that is audited pursuant to this policy submit an annual
audit report no later than nine (9) months after the close of the fiscal year, that is June 30th, to the Board
and the Auditor General.

An audit conducted pursuant to this policy shall be performed by an independent certified public accountant in
accordance with rules adopted pursuant to F.S. 11.45(8) by the Auditor General and Commissioner of Education.
The audit report shall maintain the anonymity of donors to the DSO.

The Commissioner of Education, the Auditor General, and the Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government
Accountability have the authority under State law to require and receive from the organization or the District
auditor any records relative to the operation of the organization. In submitting such information, however, the
identity of donors and all information identifying donors or prospective donors are confidential and, therefore,
exempt from the provisions of State law. Any other records of such DSOs subject to an audit pursuant to this
policy are public records under State law as well as the policies of this Board.

The DSO shall also submit to the Superintendent and the Board an annual report indicating its goal(s), programs,
and activities.

Equal Employment Opportunities

The Board does not permit the use of property, facilities, or personal services by any DSO that does not provide
equal employment opportunities consistent with applicable State and Federal laws.

Use of Donations and Revenues for Athletic Coaches, Activity Directors, or Activity Sponsors of an
Extra-Curricular Activity

Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Board may authorize the use of voluntary donations and revenues generated
by authorized DSQO'’s that operate as booster clubs or associations to provide funds to -athletic coaches, activity
directors, or activity sponsors of an extra-curricular activity supported by the booster club or association, in
accordance with Florida law, Board policy, and applicable administrative procedures. Any such funds shall comply
with all applicable legal requirements.
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