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Office Communications Center received a phone call from a female who advised that she was
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that the female caller swung at him. Upon arrival, | spoke to the male caller, identified as
Peter M. Johnson by his Florida driver's license, who stated that he was just assaulted by the
elderly female that he approached and confronted with the purpose of getting her personal
information.

Peter stated that he was riding his bicycle on Lehigh Trails, which he states that he normally
frequents, and observed a female bringing cat food and a trap to the cat feeding station that
Peter had reported to agency Citizen Observer Patrol personnel the day prior. The female
refused to provide Peter with any information, which caused Peter to take video photography
of the female with his cell phone with the intention of providing this photo to the agency for the
female to be identified. Peter states that this caused the female to "take two steps forward
and swing her arm in an extremely aggressive manner" that made Peter flinch backward.
Peter states that the female then draws a canister of pepper spray and points it at Peter,
causing Peter to call for law enforcement. Peter then states that the female began to gather
her belongings to leave, which caused Peter to follow the female to her vehicle to "take a
picture of her car and license plate so the person who assaulted me could be found". Peter
then stated that he waited approximately 50-75 feet from the female's vehicle for law
enforcement contact. Peter provided a written statement for his account of the incident and
wished to have the female arrested on scene. Peter was adamant in his accusation of
~assault, and mentioned that this was consistent with his training as a former Emergency
Medical Services personnel.

Peter then provided me with video footage taken from his cell phone, where | observed the
female step towards Peter and makes a swatting motion with her hand towards Peter outside
of arm's reach. | then observed the female retreat and draw pepper spray from her belongings
as she retreats and points it at Peter as a deterrent - never actually spraying the pepper spray.
This recorded footage will be uploaded to Aegis.
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Peter continued to advise that he is upset with the actions of the female and her associated
organization, Community Cats of Palm Coast, for placing ferral cat feeders and shelters along
the trail. Peter stated that this is contrary to Florida State Statute 379.412 which imposes civil
penalties for the feeding of wildlife. Throughout this incident, Peter repeatedly stated that the
city is wrong for allowing the cats to be fed, that he believes the city parks are public grounds
(the park is privately owned and managed by the city), and that | am wrong for not believing in
his interpretation of the state statute which advised that the issue is a civil matter that must
first be addressed by civil means. Peter continued with this demeanor of self-righteousness
' and further advised that he is aware of the organization that owns the cat shelter and believes
that the have ties to illegal activities such as the gambling ring that was arrested a few years
ago.

I then spoke to the female half, identified as Vicki L. Shepherd-Gilmore by her Florida driver's
license. Vicki stated that she was approached, followed, and harassed by Peter. Vicki stated
that she was scared by Peter's actions, confronting her and saying that he "does not care
about the Community Cats of Palm Coast" because he believes it is "illegal to feed the cats".
Vicki stated that she asked the male to stop, but he continued to yell at her and follow her.
Vicki completed a written statement to her account of the incident. While | was interviewing
Vicky, she admitted that she attempted to swat away Peter's phone as he began to record her.
Vicki then advised that she retreated and drew her pepper spray as a deterrent when Peter
continued to be belligerent regarding the incident.

It should be noted that on 6/28/2023, Community Cats of Palm Coast had reported vandalism
to their cat shelter location (FCSO Case 23-61042). Upon further interview with Peter, he
made the spontaneous utterance of pointing to the damaged wooden frame next to the trash
can and stating that he had broken down the cat shelter and feeding station at the location
and dumping it to the trash because he viewed the property of Community Cats of Palm Coast
as "junk" and he believed that he has the right to clean up the "junk”. Peter stated to me that
he only did this yesterday, after finding the Sheriff's Office Citizen Observer Patrol and having
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them follow him approximately 2 miles to the location to show the Citizen Observer Patrol the
setup. Peter stated that the Citizen On Patrol members agreed with his assessment and he
dismantled the property of Community Cats of Palm Coast in their presence. Peter further
stated that this was the only interaction that he had with this cat shelter.

At this juncture, Peter stated that he would like to seek the charge of Assault against Vicki and
Vicki stated that she would like to seek the charge of Criminal Mischief against Peter - as she
had built this shelter herself and valued it at approximately $100. Due to a large volume of
higher priority calls for service being dropped at this specific time, | was only able to collect the
written statements from both parties involved and placed my investigation on hold as |
contacted city Code Enforcement regarding whether or not the Community Cats of Palm Coast
were allowed to operate the cat shelter. | advised both parties of the allegations being levied
against them on behalf of the other party, and further advised both parties to refrain from
making contact with each other. | specifically advised Peter that despite his beliefs, to not
touch property that does not belong to him and to address his complaints with the City of Palm
Coast as this would be a civil matter.

At approximately 12:16 PM, | spoke to agency Citizen Observer Patrol member, William
Goodhue, of his interactions with Peter the previous day (6/29/2023). William stated that while '
on patrol for the program, he and his partner were stopped by Peter in the area of Waterfront
Park. William stated that Peter stopped the program members with information that there was
'an illegal feeding station on the trail and asked the program members to follow him
approximately 2 miles to the shelter location. William stated that Peter then made the
statement that he tore down the shelter the previous day (6/28/2023) and that it had been
repaired again. William and his partner took photographs of the shelter and made a report
through the Citizen Observer Program (which is a handwritten report and not accessible by my
computer system), submitting this report at the District 2 substation and notifying Code
Enforcement of the complaint. William advised that Peter did not dismantle the shelter again
in his presence, contrary to Peter’s claims. It should also be noted that the statement made by
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Peter is consistent with the Property Damage report made on 6/28/2023 by Community Cats
of Palm Coast (23-61042).

At approximately 1:21 PM, | spoke to Barbara Grossman who is a Code Enforcement
Manager with the City of Palm Coast. Barbara advised that the male came into her office later
in the morning and caused a disturbance as he levied his complaints and claims that the cat
shelter was illegal. Barbara advised that she instructed her coworkers to listen to Peter's
statements as they would act as her witness if Peter escalates the disturbance. Barbara
advised that after Peter was advised that the cat shelter station was approved by a past City
Manager, he left the office and returned later with a copy of a City of Palm Coast Press
Release dating from May 2016. This Press Release was one that Barbara had planned to
furnish Peter and advised that the City of Palm Coast started a Trap, Neuter, Release program
to address a feral cat population. Barbara further advised that this program was allowed to
continue under the management of Community Cats of Palm Coast and is closely monitored
by the City of Palm Coast. Barbara continued to advise that she works closely with the
Humane Society and Community Cats of Palm Coast to manage Trap, Neuter Release
programs within the city and is aware of Peter from previous complaints of cat feeding stations
near local supermarkets.

|
i

Of importance, Barbara also noted that the specific cat shelter location on Lehigh Trail is

' approximately 15-20 feet off the paved trail and is not visible from the trail. Barbara advised
 that this would place the shelter location on private property that is managed by the city.

| Barbara also mentioned that with Peter’s actions of destroying the cat shelter, he may also be
deprrvmg the cats of their ability to feed and be nourished at the safe shelter location. Barbara
also advised Peter that the cats would not be classified as “wildlife” under city ordnance and
the statute that Peter refers to. Barbara advised that Peter was not satisfied with this outcome
and left the office.
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On 7/1/2023 at approximately 8:23 AM, | received a message from the director of Community
Cats of Palm Coast advising that Vicki was back at the shelter location this morning and Peter
was continuing to harass her, to the point where she was afraid of returning to her vehicle. |
notified agency dispatch of this complaint and began my follow-up investigation at that time.

At approximately 8:41 AM, | returned to the Lehigh Trail area and spoke to Vicki at the location
of the shelter. Vicki stated that as she was volunteering at the shelter, she observed Peter
 ride by on his bicycle. Vicki stated Peter was smiling and laughing, taking pictures of Vicki
each time stating “I've got you now!”. Vicki advised that Peter made approximately three
passes on his bicycle. As | was interviewing Vicki, we both observed a male on a bicycle that
was approaching westbound on the trail. As the male came closer, he turned left into a
different area of the trail - avoiding contact. Vicki advised that she recognized the male as
Peter as he was wearing the distinct light colored hat and was riding on the same dark orange
bicycle as he was the previous day. Vicki stated that Peter's course of conduct toward her
causes her substantial emotional distress and served no legitimate purpose. | observed Vicki
shaking with emotion throughout my interview with her.

Furthering my investigation, Vicki was able to provide photographs of handwritten and
laminated signs posted next to the shelter that she had encountered over the recent days.
The signs state that “The Sheriff's Office has been notified of this ILLEGAL feeding station,
which violates Statute 379.412” - which is the same modus operandi of Peter throughout this
‘incident. Vicki had removed these signs and disposed of them in the trash, but photographed
' them before doing so.

Vicki was provided with Victim’s Rights information and a Marcy’s Law notice while on scene.
Peter refused contact with the Sheriff's Office while on scene and | was not able to provide
him with the same paperwork for his complaint of Assault. All digital photos and recording
provided to me will be uploaded to Aegis in a timely manner. All paperwork will be submitted
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