


As leaders of these first responders, we have a higher responsibility than just making 

policy. We appoint leaders who in turn hire the professionals to perform the most difficult 

task of public service: protecting lives. We cannot stand at a podium, say one thing and 

then reverse the intent of our subject matter experts by pushing contrary agendas. 

In closing, the signers of this letter are united and will work together to bring forward one 

recommended policy beneficial to all governments and in the best interest of the 

communities we serve. As another hurricane season is upon us, it is more important now 

than ever that we institute every policy at our disposal to ensure the safety of our first 

responders. Once adopted, this policy will provide a clear understanding for everyone and 

will be respected by everyone from policymakers to front line workers. Moving forward, we 

will all be held to the same standard in times of emergency in our community. 

It is our sincere and austere hope you will join us in this unprecedented moment. 
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