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FROM: Chief Justice Carlos G. Muñiz 

DATE: September 25, 2025 

SUBJECT: Courthouse Security 

I understand that the decision in McDaniels v. State, 2025 WL 
2608688 (Fla. 1st DCA, Sept. 10, 2025), has prompted questions 
within the judicial branch about chief judges’ continued authority to 
prohibit weapons (including firearms) in courthouses and 
courtrooms.  The court in McDaniels reversed a criminal conviction 
on the ground that the Second Amendment prohibited the 
application of Florida’s “open carry” statute, section 790.053, Florida 
Statutes, to a defendant who had openly carried a holstered firearm 
at a major intersection in downtown Pensacola. 

Our Court believes that chief judges continue to have the 
authority to prohibit weapons (including firearms) in courthouses 
and courtrooms.  The exercise of that authority is consistent with 
the public policy embodied in Florida’s gun laws and is grounded in 
the power granted to chief judges by article V, section 2 of the 
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Florida Constitution, by Florida statutes, and by the Rules of 
General Practice and Judicial Administration.  Because the case 
arose in an entirely different context, the McDaniels decision’s 
Second Amendment analysis does not address the regulation of 
firearms in Florida’s courthouses and courtrooms. 

Our Court defers to chief judges to adopt the security policies 
they deem appropriate.  For reference, attached to this memo is the 
security policy governing the Florida Supreme Court Building. 

Thank you for your commitment to the administrative 
supervision of the courts. 

CGM:ewm  

Attachment 

cc: Supreme Court Marshal Woodrow Kerce II
Marshals of the District Courts of Appeal 
Trial Court Administrators 
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