
ITEM 10: 

Vote on whether to amend the Flagler County Blueway Florida Forever project to add one parcel 

totaling ± 153.03 acres in Flagler County with a tax assessed market value of $4,399,421.

LOCATION: 

Flagler County 

DSL STAFF REMARKS: 

The Bulow Creek Floodplain amendment proposed by Flagler County adds one parcel in Flagler 

County totaling ± 153.03 acres to the Flagler County Blueway Florida Forever Project. The 

property consists of one parcel owned by Veranda Bay Investments, LLC. The landowner has 

been contacted and is a willing seller. The parcel has a combined tax assessed value of 

$4,399,921 and is proposed for fee-simple acquisition. If acquired, the property would be 

managed by Flagler County as an addition to Bulow Creek Headwaters Regional Park.  

The proposed addition is in eastern Flagler County, 1.5 miles inland of the Atlantic Ocean and 

west of Smith Creek (Intracoastal Waterway). The proposal is approximately 0.75 miles from the 

Flagler County Blueway Florida Forever Project. The proposal is adjacent to the recently 

acquired Bulow Creek Headwaters Regional Park (BCHRP) managed by Flagler County and is 

1.5 miles north Bulow Plantation Ruins Historic State Park and Bulow Creek State Park. The 

property is within the headwaters of Bulow Creek, which drains to the Halifax River and 

eventually the Atlantic Ocean. The site is mostly forested, with what is likely a mix of floodplain 

swamp/hydric hammock and former wet/mesic flatwoods. According to the Florida Natural 

Areas Inventory (FNAI), there is evidence of planted pines from ongoing forestry and a potential 

area of remnant scrub. The proposal includes no structures or facilities other than an unimproved 

road. According to the application, there are several opportunities for resource-based recreation 

on the property: including  paved and unpaved trails, boardwalks, birding, and wildlife 

observation areas. If acquired, the property would contribute to the surface water protection of 

Bulow Creek and increase recreational opportunities for the public.  

The proposal meets the criteria to be submitted as a boundary amendment. The parcel has a tax 

assessed value of less than $5 million. The proposal area should be designated as essential.  

Project History: 

The Flagler County Blueway Florida Forever Project in Flagler County was added to the Priority 

List in 2003. The Project will increase the protection of Florida’s biodiversity through the 

preservation of natural ecological communities that provide wildlife habitat for rare species such 

as the Florida black bear (Ursus americanus floridanus) and gopher tortoise (Gopherus 

polyphemus). 

The Flagler County Blueway Florida Forever Project includes 4,260 acres with 2,834 acres 

remaining and is ranked number 27 in the Partnerships & Regional Incentives category on the 

2026 ARC Recommended Florida Forever Priority List. The tax assessed value for the 

remaining acres to be acquired in this project per property appraiser information (2024) is 

$347,364,049.  

Item 10: Flagler County Blueway BA - Bulow Creek Floodplain

 February 2026 ARC Meeting Page 1 of 6



FNAI Review: 

According to FNAI, the entire site is within a region that classifies the Florida black bear (Ursus 

americanus floridanus) as frequent. There are no additional records of rare species on site, 

although additional biological survey efforts may yield some.  

One hundred percent of the site contributes to Ecological Greenways (priority 5), Surface Water 

Protection (mainly priority 1), and Aquifer Recharge (mainly priority 4). Ninety-five percent 

contributes to Strategic Habitat Conservation Areas (mainly priority 3). Ninety-two percent 

contributes to Natural Floodplain Function (mainly priority 2).  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Vote on the proposed boundary amendment. 

ARC RECOMMENDATION: 
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