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School Board Policy Manual

Chapter 5: STUDENTS

Boycotts, Walkouts, Sit-Ins and Other Disruptive Acts
522

Active

STATUTORY AUTHORITY 1001.41 1001.42, F.S.
LAWS IMPLEMENTED 1001.43 1003.31, F. S. 1006.07 1006.08 1006.09, F.S.

September 15, 1998

January 20, 2004

Any student who participates in a boycott, walkout, sit-in, strike, or any similar disruptive action which interferes with an orderly operation of

the school shall be deemed guilty of serious misconduct and shall be subject to suspension or dismissal from school.

hitps://go.boarddocs.com/fla/flcsd/Board.nsf/Private?open&login#

17




4/11/22, 5:59 PM

Book
Section
Title
Code
Status

Adopted

BoardDocs® Plus

Superintendent
Sandra “Sam” Himmel

Policy Manual

Section 0005 - Students

Student Demonstrations and Other Disruptive Acts
5.37

Active

March 9, 2004

Any student who participates in a boycott, walkout, sit-in or any similar disruptive action which interferes with the orderly
operation of the school shall be deemed guilty of serious misconduct and shall be subject to suspension or expulsion from

school.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 1001.41, 1001.42, F.5.
LAW(S) IMPLEMENTED: 1001.43, 1006.07, 1006.08, F.S.

HISTORY: ADOPTED: 03/09/2004
REVISION DATE(S): XX/XX/XXXX
FORMERLY: 7.54(1)
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Section 2000 Program

Title CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES AND STUDENT EXPRESSION
Code po2240

Status Active

Adopted May 11, 2011

2240 - CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES AND STUDENT EXPRESSION

Students are encouraged to participate in discussions, speeches, and other expressions in which many points of view, including
those that are controversial, are freely explored. A controversial issue is a topic on which opposing points of view have been
promulgated by responsible opinion or likely to arouse both support and opposition in the community.

The introduction and proper educational use of controversial issues are permitted if their use in the instructional program:
A. is related to the instructional goals of the course of study and level of maturity of the students;
B. does not attempt to indoctrinate or persuade students to a particular point of view;
C. encourages open-mindedness and is conducted in a spirit of scholarly inquiry;

D. provides students with the right to form and express an opinion on controversial issues without subjecting them to academic
consequences or disciplinary action for expressing their viewpoints;

E. provides students with the right to study under competent instruction in an atmosphere free from bias and prejudice; and

F. provides students with the right to form and express an opinion on controversial issues without jeopardizing their relationship
with the teacher or the school.

Controversial issues related to the instructional program may be initiated by the students themselves provided they are presented in
the ordinary course of classroom instruction and are not substantially disruptive to the educational setting. Students shall not be
disturbed in the exercise of their constitutionally guaranteed right to assemble peaceably and to publicly and privately express ideas

and opinions, including the use of social media, provided that such exercise does not infringe on the rights of others and does not
interfere with the operation of the schools.

Students seeking to express their ideas and opinions through demonstration must discuss reasonable time, place, duration, and
manner restrictions with their sponsor or an administrator in advance.

Disciplinary action may be taken against students who violate provisions of the Code of Student Conduct (Policy 5500), School Board
policies, or engage in the following types of activities, including through social media, libel; violence or destruction of property;
speech that is obscene, vulgar, lewd, or indecent; encouraging illegal drug use; or urging violation of law or school reguiations.
Student expression through symbols, buttons, badges, emblems, armbands, and dress/grooming is subject to the same limitations

and may be prohibited if it signifies or is related to gangs, gang membership, or gang activity, or otherwise causes or may cause a
disruption at school.

The right to free speech for students with regard to school-sponsored publications, productions, and performances is outlined in
Policy 5722. Controversial issues may be introduced in school-sponsored publications, productions, and performances provided equal
opportunity is given to present opposing viewpoints.
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Controversial issues may not be initiated by a source outside the schools unless prior approval has been given by the principal. The
principal is responsible for the administrative implementation of this policy.

A course of study or certain instructional materials may contain content and/or activities that some parents find objectionable. If
after careful, personal review of the program lessons and/or materials, a parent indicates to the school that either the content or
activities conflicts with his/her religious beliefs or value system, the school will consider a written request for his/her child to be
excused from a particular class, lesson, or activity for specified reasons. The student, however, will not be excused from participating
in the course and will be provided alternate learning activities during times of such parent requested absences.

Parents wishing to file formal complaints regarding controversial issues or the use of particular materials must do so according to
Policy 9130. :

Effective 7/1/11

Legal 20 U.S.C. 1232h
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Section 5000 Students

Title DISORDER AND DEMONSTRATION
Code po5520

Status Active

Adopted July 17, 2007

5520 - DISORDER AND DEMONSTRATION

The Board recognizes the right of each student to attend school for the purpose of receiving an education. The disruption of the
educational program of the schools by disorder or any other purposeful activity will not be countenanced.

For purposes of this policy, "disorder" means any deliberate activity by an individual or a group, whether peaceful or violent, which
interferes with the normal operation of the school.

The Board, having the responsibility for providing an educational program for the students of this District, shall have the authority to
preserve order for the proper functioning of that program.

Any person who purchases an admission ticket to a school event shall forfeit his/her privilege to attend by having disrupted or
interfered with the event.

Students shall not be disturbed in the exercise of their constitutionally guaranteed rights to assemble peaceably and to express ideas
and opinions, privately or publicly, provided that such exercise does not infringe on the rights of others and does not interfere with
the operation of the schools.

The Superintendent shall develop administrative procedures for the implementation of this policy.

© Neola 2004

Legal F.S. 1001.43
F.S. 1006.145

Last Modified by Tammy R Shroyer on November 10, 2017
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