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May 11, 2026 

 

 

Chief Stephen Cox 

Fire Chief, City of Flagler Beach 

 

 

Chief Cox: 

 

Please be advised that you are being terminated from your service as the Fire Chief of the City of Flagler Beach, 

effective immediately (9:00 AM, May 11, 2026). 

 

As indicated in the City’s Personnel Policy, Section I.1, Generally: 

 

(c) All employees are at-will and serve at the pleasure of the city and no employee shall have any 

vested rights in his or her employment or in the practices and procedures set forth in these 

personnel policies except only by a specific written contract. It is the intent of the city to have a 

mutually beneficial relationship with each employee. Each employee should endeavor to improve 

his/her performance and skills to enable the city to offer quality service to the public and provide 

opportunities for advancement of employees. 

 

Your termination is related to the loss of confidence expressed in the resignations of several members of the Fire 

Department and in the attached correspondence signed by the remaining members of the Fire Department. Given 

those conditions, I do not believe that you can effectively lead the City of Flagler Beach Fire Department. 

 

At your option, within five business days, you may request an exit interview and a ‘name clearing hearing’ with 

myself and Ms. Liz Mathis, Human Resources Director, to respond to your termination. 

 

Thank you for your service to the City of Flagler Beach. I wish you well in your future endeavors. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Dale L. Martin 

City Manager 

 

 

Cc: City Commission 

 Ms. L. Mathis, Human Resources Director 






