


Boating Accident Statistical Report

Boating Fatalities photo detail

Photos Courtesy of FWC

The 19-foot motorboat was launched on Lake Harney in Seminole County. While the vessel was
operating on the water, it made a course change and collided with a tree at the shoreline. The 20-
year-old operator was fatally injured during the collision and received blunt force trauma to his
body. Investigators could not determine a cause for the sudden change in direction.
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2020 FATALITIES - TOP TEN STATES

Florida 70
. | | | |
Texas 55 |
. | | |
California 37 |
. | |
Michigan 29 |
. | |
Tennessee 27 |
. | |
Washington 26 |
. | |
New York 25 |
. | |
Oregon 24 |
. [ [
Louisiana 23 |
. | |
North Carolina 23 |
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*2021 statistics for top 10 states were not available at time of printing
Source: U.S. Coast Guard Boating Safety Division (recreational fatalities)
FLORIDA TOTAL FATALITIES RECORDED INVESTIGATING AGENCY
. Registered vessels 1,013,211 ] Sheriff's
N Fatality rate | 6 Office
~N . 3/5%
Number of fatalities | 60
Registered vessels 985,005 |
o
§ Fatality rate | 8
Number of fatalities | 79
Registered vessels 961,266 |
[e))]
§ Fatality rate | 6.7
Number of fatalities | 65
Registered vessels 950,740 |
0
S Fatality rate | 6.2 FWC
o 0,
Number of fatalities | 59 5572
Registered vessels 944,162 |
N~
§ Fatality rate | 7.1
Number of fatalities | 67 *59 fatal accidents
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*Fatality Rate — Number of fatalities per 100,000 registered vessels
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AcCCIDENTS By MONTH TiME OF DAY
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*59 fatal accidents involving 60 fatalities
Fatality data includes six missing persons where their disappearance is associated with a boating
accident

ACCIDENT TYPES

1 1 1
Falls overboard 19

Other 13

Collision with vessel 9

Capsizing 6

Collision with fixed object 6

Flooding(swamping) 2

Fall in boat 2

Fall on PWC II

Skier mishap/fall II
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*59 fatal accidents involving 60 fatalities (Based on first harmful event)
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OPERATION AT TIME OF ACCIDENT

Cruising 37 |
Rowing/paddling jl
Drifting jl
Changing direction jl
Other zl

Docked (moored) z|
At anchor :|1

Wake/surf jumping :|1
Docking/undocking :|1

0 10 20 30 40

*68 vessels involved in 59 fatal accidents with 60 victims

ACCIDENT SITE LOCATION

Bay/sound 17 |
. [ [ [
Lake/pond 14 |
. [ [
River/creek 10 |

Ocean/gulf 8

Canal/cut 6 |

Inlet/pass 3

Port/harbor E
0

4 8 12 16 20

RESTRICTED AREA ACCIDENTS

) | | | | |
Other 12

Slow speed 4

MPH limit 3
|

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16

*19 of 59 fatal accidents occurred in restricted areas. “Other” may
include areas where the regulation or local ordinance was not specified.
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VESSEL OWNERSHIP VESSEL FUEL & HULL TYPE
Gasoline ] I I I I 47 |
None 4‘?‘
Diesel ZI
Rented Electric :| 2
12/18% Fiberglass 49 |
Borrowed i
(notin Aluminum 8
i oer 7]
(0} d . ]
48\’}”;%% Rubber/vinyl _E‘
Steel :|1
0 10 20 30 40 50

*59 total fatal accidents involving 68 vessels

VESSEL PROPULSION, LENGTH & TYPE

Propeller ' ' 35 |

Water jet 17 |

Manual 13 |

Sail [2]

Air thrust [ ]1

<12 Feet 29 |
17 - 21 Feet 11 |

27-40Feet | 8]

12 - 16 Feet 7

22-26Feet [ 7|
41-65Feet [ 4]

66+ Feet []1
Unknown []1

Open motorboat 28 |

Personal watercraft 17 ]
Canoe/Kayak 11 ]

Cabin motorboat [ 8]
Rowboat (jon) | 2]
Sail boat | |1
Other []1

0 10 20 30 40
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PRIMARY CAUSE OF DEATH

Other Trauma
11/18% 16 /27%

Drowning
33/55%

*60 fatalities, “Other” category includes six
missing persons where cause of death is

unknown
OPERATOR AGE
(IN YEARS)
17-21
3/5%

36-50
17/ 26%

19

OPERATOR GENDER

Female
3/5%

Male
62 /95%

*65 operators

OPERATOR EXPERIENCE
(IN HOURS)

Under 10
11/17%

Unknown
12 /14.5%

Over 100
28 /64.5%
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A PWC was traveling north in the St. Joseph Sound, outside of the marked channel close to
channel marker 16. A 27-foot motorboat was traveling east in the same area but within the
marked channel. The PWC was traveling at a high rate of speed with a weaving course toward
the motorboat. The motorboat operator saw the PWC and believed he was going to cut through
the channel behind him. The operator redirected his attention to his port side to navigate heavy
boat traffic traveling in the opposite direction. The PWC attempted a quick evasive movement to
the port side in attempt to avoid the motorboat unsuccessfully and struck the motorboat
midship. The PWC operator was ejected, impacting the motorboat and falling into the water. He
was transported to the hospital where he later died.

OPERATOR EDUCATION

Boater
education
11/17%

No boater
education
52 /83%

VICTIM STATISTICS
(EJECTED)

Not
ejected

Ejected
31/52%

29/48%

OPERATORS BY AGE WITHOUT FORMAL
BOATER EDUCATION

17-21 E|

22-35

14

36-50

14

51+

24

0 4

8

12 16 20 24 28

*54 operators did not have any formal boater education

VICTIM STATISTICS
(WEARING PFD)

Wearing
PFD
16 /27%

Not
wearing
PFD
44 [ 73%

*59 fatal accidents involving 60 victims
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VICTIM STATISTICS
(SWIMMING ABILITY)

Cannot

. Can swim
swim

36/ 60%

24 [ 40%
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VicTiM RESIDENCY

Non
resident
11/18%

Florida

resident
49 / 82%
VicTiM GENDER VICTIM AGE .
6-16 4/7%
1/2%
Female
9/15%
51+

23/38%

Male
51/85%

ALCOHOL/DRUG RELATED ALCOHOL/DRUG RELATED
ACCIDENTS VicTiMsS
Alcohol/drug
use
Alcohol/drug use 14/ 23%

14/ 23%

Other
Other

causes
46 [ 77%

causes
46 / 77%

*59 accidents involving 60 fatalities

(Alcohol/drug related refers to any accidents in which alcohol or drug use may have been a contributing factor, whether legally impaired

or not)
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PRIMARY CAUSE OF ACCIDENT BY REVIEWING AUTHORITY

Other 22 |
Operator inexperience | 6 |
Excessive speed | 6 |
No proper lookout/inattention | 6 |
Overloading |

Careless/reckless

Alcohol use

Skier or occupant behavior

Standing/sitting on gunwale, bow or transom

Improper loading

MMMMMMM

Weather
Sharp turn _D 1
Machinery failure _D 1
0 5 10 15 20

*59 fatal accidents

STATE WATERS VS. OFFSHORE WATERS

Offshore
2/3%

*Offshore defined as the edge of the Gulf Stream or three miles from shore, whichever is greater, in the Atlantic
and more than nine miles from shore in the Gulf of Mexico.
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