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What is Zika? 
 
 
• A mild febrile illness caused by a mosquito borne virus, similar to dengue, 

chikungunya and West Nile virus infection 
• Outbreak in 2015: Central and South America, Caribbean and Africa  
• Transmitted through the bite of an infected mosquito: ‘Aedes aegypti’ and 

‘Aedes Albopictus’ – Dawn to dusk mosquito 
• 20% of people infected are symptomatic 
• Signs and Symptoms: low-grade fever, rash, join pain, conjunctivitis, body 

aches, headache 
• Incubation period between 2-14 days for symptoms to develop 
• Transmission: Mosquito bite, sexual contact and pregnant mother to her 

baby 
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Link to Microcephaly? 
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http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/birthdefects/microcephaly.html 
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Microcephaly is a neurological condition in which an infant’s head is significantly smaller than the heads of other children of the same age and sex, which can lead to developmental issues. Microcephaly can be caused by a variety of genetic and environmental factors, including some infections of the fetus during pregnancy such as toxoplasmosis, cytomegalovirus, rubella and chickenpox. 



 
413 Travel related cases: Most from Dominican Republic and 
Puerto Rico 
34 Counties impacted 
28 Locally Acquired (26 of 28-Miami-Dade) 
58 Pregnant woman tracked 
Active Transmission: Wynwood area, 1 sq. mile north of Miami 
 -Door to Door outreach, urine sampling, aerial and ground 
 spraying, education. 
Total Tested statewide: 3,340 
No Charge testing to pregnant woman: 456 
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Statewide Status 
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Statewide Public Health Emergency 
 
• 2/3 Declaration of Public Health Emergency  
• Active Statewide Surveillance:  DOH, CDC, Florida Department 

of Agriculture & Consumer Services, Mosquito Control 
• Funding for mosquito control: Low Risk Counties-$5,000 
• Statewide Education:  Healthcare provider conference calls 
• Governor requested 5,000 Zika preparedness kits 
• Governor requested Federal $’s – not acted upon yet 
• Governor allocated $26.2 million in state funds 
• Florida has capacity to test 6,609 people for active Zika 
• 8/3: Governor announced free Zika testing for pregnant 

women at CHD’s, at not cost.  
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Statewide Public Health Emergency 
 
• Governor and Surgeon General, Dr. Celeste Philip on the road 

visiting several counties 
• CDC recommends that women who are pregnant or thinking of 

becoming pregnant postpone travel to areas with widespread 
Zika infection:  South and Central America 

• www.FloridaHealth.gov 
• Zika Information hotline set up: 1-888-622-6735 
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http://www.floridahealth.gov/


 On going CHD Epidemiology Response 
 Medical Community Outreach 
 Routine testing: 5 clients, all negative   
 Surveillance 
 Investigation 

 Pre-Response Partnership Meetings: (on-going) 
 Municipalities: Palm Coast and County 
 Mosquito Control 

 Training & Exercise 
 Tabletop Exercise with Community Partners on July 5, 2016 
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Local Response – Planning  
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Local Response – Active   
 
• Notify State Health Office 
• County Meeting convened by CHD: 
     County Commission                         City Commission 
      Mosquito Control                             County Extension Office 
      Tourist Development Council         Emergency Management 
       Airport                                               County Medical Society 
       Hospital                                               
• Continued Epidemiology Response 
• Community Education & Outreach & Response by CHD 

and Mosquito Control 
• Door to Door  
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Zika Virus – Messaging 
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